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The Secret history: The CIA’s Classified Account of Its Operations in Guatemala, 1952-1954
The Secret History: The CIA’s Classified Account of Its Operations in Guatemala, 1952-1954 was written by Nick Cullather. The author intended to show the new phase that replaced the old regime of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) supported by the old government, where the CIA was involved many secret hidden activities. Still, during the new regime, the documents and the police report expose everything and ensure the agency operations are transparent and trusted. The other intention of Cullather in the article is that he wanted to show that if the Guatemala army had fought and won the Castillo Arms, the CIA investigations would have shown the secrets in the security.
Cullather was successful in his intentions by the access he got from a series of documents during the tenure of Robert Gates. The latter was the former Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) director and the current defense secretary. He wrote the original account having access to thousands of documents (Cullather, 179).

According to Cullather, Guatemala posed a great threat to the CIA; the department during the planning for the operation did not consider Guatemala. Jacobo Arbenz Guzman, who was in Guatemala, wanted to overthrow the CIA and bring his rules into the system in the United States. There was a fight between Him and the Castillo, where the author showed that the downfall of the two brought a new regime in the security service of the CIA. The fall of Arbenz made the people who believed in Guatemala see the CIA as an agency against the communism of that era or agency that is arrogant. Generally, Cullather had good access to the documents he wanted between 1952 to 1954, where he fulfilled his intentions of the developing the secret history of the Central Intelligence Agency. The Arbenz government is shown as a communist government where they set up a radio station called anti-Arbenz for individual gain. Cullather wanted to expose all the secret operations in the security service influenced by the government; even though there was a major deletion and censorship of places, information, names, countries, and organization that could help get more information of the CIA security operation, Cullather was able to address the major happenings and the history that was unknown to many (Cullather, 109).
Cullather knew there was a great secret about Guatemala operations. He uncovered the 40-year war in Guatemala that took the lives of over 200000 people where villages were massacred, houses destroyed, and the economy destroyed. He showed how the government covered the story and lied to the people about the terrorism that happened. 
Cullather used various sources that can be rated as the best source in analyzing any information of interest. He did not look for information from people, concentrating on whatever was there in the security department to generate all the information he developed. Cullather uncovering the CIA activities and secrets showed that he used the sources effectively as everything he exposed was true; there is no part of his uncovering he has added any false information.
Cullather being a Ph.D. holder in security services he knew how to organize the information from the actual source he got from the CIA. Cullather extensively utilized the primary sources from the CIA department. Primary sources are the information from the source that is yet to be published. He got the original declassified documents and reported the events initially obtained from the CIA between 1952 and 1954. The participants and the CIA themselves wrote the primary sources he used; it was not information he received from other sources but the department themselves. The documents were many, and that’s why it took him two years to complete and gather the primary sources to get the exact information he was trying to find. The significant events that included the killings, the plans, and cover-ups hid for many years were all documented (Cullather, 200).
Secondary sources are the information written and published by the author. Cullather did not involve any participants to aid in gathering information to act as a secondary source. Still, he utilized the primary source that he knew all the information recorded was accurate. Everything he exposes will have resulted in changes in the security operation of the CIA. Cullather utilized the document of the war that occurred 40 years ago to support his statements in the Guatemala activities and the secrets of the massacre that cost people's lives. The documents included the reports of significant events that were yet to be published. The only secondary source he utilized was the posted events of the happenings in the newspapers used to compare the information he got from the declassified documents (Cullather, 215).
Cullather presented a balanced work of the scholarship because he used an actual document that contained the exact information; the statements did not bias any side of the Central Intelligence Agency services. He presented a clear picture of what is happening in the CIA under a particular government; these secrets were the openings of how the government controls the security services in the United States when nobody is sensing anything. In the article, no part indicates a side that the author should not have uncovered; the real secrets revealed created a picture of what was happening in the CIA. The CIA was dirty”, it needed some cleaning and removed all kinds of corrupt and greedy officials. Viewing the work of Cullather, we get to know the government that protects us, not only during that time of the Robert Gates regime (1952-1954) but the current government and the secrets that keep the CIA safe from the public. It is a clear picture of individual gains that people strive to get from their leadership and the power they have, which was evident in Arbenz and Batista (Cullather, 110)
Cullather presented quality work from well-supported documents from the CIA office. The result of Cullather was good and can be rated almost perfect, but it had various gaps that some other researchers should fill. In the article on the secret history of the CIA operations, there were some deletions of information. The deletion created a gap that needed to be known by various readers and researchers. Comparing the information Cullather provided seemed to be enough and satisfying; if the holes were filled according to the records of the CIA, the data would have been more convincing and reliable. Cullather did great work from the secret of history, but it was not enough.
The gaps in the Cullather article needed to be filled; the researchers need to conduct more profound research on the missing links to conclude the information. The most effective way of filling the gaps in the Secret history of the CIA is by reviewing the documents that were used to develop the current data. Some parts might have been skipped during the research and can only be filled with a thorough review of the papers. The documents and the reports containing the complete information were many, and because Cullather was doing everything alone, it could have been possible to skip some critical parts. The deleted details could be obtained by more profound research on the available information (Cullather, 107).
The events of the CIA operations can connect the missing links. The researchers will have to click the years of the events, compared to what followed the missing information, and connect through the sources of Cullather. It is possible to get some electronic communication on the missing parts from the CIA records because the approach Cullather was unique and never seen in any author who has ever exposed the secrets of the government. The researchers who would want to fill the gaps will be required to develop a different approach to gathering information to fill the gaps in the Cullather work.
The security officers who have retired and they were there during the era could generate the needed information. The process of talking with the retired officers who worked during those periods will not be easy since it will be going against the rules of the army or police retirement policies. The process will require some creative techniques like using the approach of interviews and questionnaires. The information obtained from an individual will be much better because it will be exact, especially if the researcher gets an honest officer. 
The gaps of the exact information can also be obtained from the family of the participants. It would have been challenging to start the process of approaching such families. Still, with the already established information of the Cullather, it will be easy to get some of the affected families and collect the information that might help analyze the events and come up with a conclusion that will help fill the gaps. From the individual people, there will be many kinds of stories relating to what has been investigated. The stories will help generate the information that will fill the gap from critical analysis.
The gaps in Cullather's work can also be generated from the published journals and newspapers from the events that happen during that era. The information obtained can then be linked with the existing one to ensure they can relate. Using published sources will help connect the events because most newspapers and journals post exact happenings and their photos mainly in the newspapers.
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